  A REVIEW OF MY INVESTIGATION OF THE MILLENNIUM PARK
& VILLAGE HALL
My starting point was to retrieve as much information that was possible from the supposed lost Minutes of the Parish council 

1898 – 1954

The first piece of information was that the ‘Rec’ referred to was not the property of the then Parish Council. It was a piece of land about 3 acres owned by a Mr J Lyall and rented to the Parish Council and labelled Recreation Land on Map dated 1935 of the area.
Local people knew it was where the original Flitwick Cricket and Football Pitch was located and maintained by the Parish Council. Mr J Lyall sold the land to the Developers of the Russell Centre and probably where Tesco’s Petrol Station is sited. The Cricket Club moved near to Flitvale Garden Centre.

Going back to 1946 the Parish Council took over the Victory Hall (not certain where the site used to be, as most of my information is (‘one liners’).
It was decided to relocate and build a New village Hall.

At that time Beds C. C. owned a larger piece of land fronting Dunstable road, of about 10 acres, on which they intended to build a new Senior School and Playing Fields.
The village Hall site had not been determined as a suitable location had not been decided upon. A “New Village Trust Fund” had been set up and was taken over by the Parish Council on the understanding that there would not be an expense on the Rates for another building, but still no site had been found.

The Village Hall Trust Fund amounted to £1332.00 at 24/03/1953 

Beds C. C. decided to lease part of their Land to the Parish Council for 7 years after which it would offer another 7 years lease or outright purchase.

The Parish Council decided against any leasing and went for immediately purchasing the land which was valued at about £1275.00

As the Parish Council held the Village Hall Trust Fund it asked if it could be gifted to them to purchase the Land, which was adjoining the ‘Rec’ ground this was refused as it was not allowed in Law. It was loaned to them instead on the understanding that it was repaid by 30/09/1957. (there is no record of the money being repaid)

The Land named “Playing Fields” on the Map which was 6acres was bought 15/07/1954. from Beds C. C. who added a Covenant with an explicit description that there should not be any extraction of Sand (take note).
The important statement (condensed) states that it cannot have any buildings other than a Village Hall or Pavilion and that its sole use is that of Playing Fields which formed part of their original site for a school.

The current Village Hall was opened Saturday 22nd June 1968, and built on land provided by Flitwick Town Council, terms and conditions not known.
It was interesting to note that the original estimate for the building was £15,000 and there was a Grant of £9,752 and the Village Hall Committee contributed £7,142 from running a Football and Lucky Numbers competitions. The building eventually cost £20,000 with a further £1,500 obtained through public subscription – I think it was ‘buy a brick’.

Linked to Flitwick Parish Council’s purchase of 6 acres of Allotments along Station Road in 1949 and the subsequent sale of 5 acres by Flitwick Parish Council, I feel is correct (I haven’t had access to the sale date 1971?)

On the Maps that I have seen, the Railway Car Park was a shown as a Sandpit for extracting sand by rail. At the end of its life it was taken over by Skefco and filled in with Industrial waste and levelled by 1976.

Beds C. C. purchased back a small sliver of land at the Temple Way corner, price unknown. The purchase required Beds C. C .to produce a Deed of Release 02/07/1980 for the piece of land that they needed. In that comprehensive text it was clearly stated that this only applied to their purchase back of land and not the remainder of the Plot, as its purpose was that of a Recreation Ground Open Space Pleasure Ground or Park etc.

Addendum
Beds C. C. bought the 9.982 acres (10 acres in text) from F J Manning 13/01/1937

The proposed LEA School Site was dated 27/05/1936

Old Recreation Land was 3.059 acres (3.0 acres in text)

The Library and its Car Park may be on Beds C. C. land as indicated on the proposed Town Centre Development in white.

The Cricket Club moved to its new site in 1972

There was a resolution in 11/04/1947 by the then Village Hall Committee to acquire 6 acres of Land down Station Road for Allotments. Purchase date not recorded in available documents       

The Millennium Land on the Conveyance to Beds C. C. on 15/01/1936 was classified as Section 82 Land which is not readily defined, but suggests a right of way (path) through the land, as illustrated in yellow on the designated map, which was moved at a later date to the “Temple Way” end of the land. 

It certainly wasn’t a piece of land of outstanding beauty or “common land” as most descriptions in Law.

Much more could possibly be obtained from my sources of information, which would mean a longer study and possibly more recording of facts by hand.

Ends

Bill Griffiths           15/02/2008
