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MEET THE CANDIDATES 4 MAY 2010

REPORT OF MEETING

Nearly  200 people attended the FATCRAG-organised event on 4 May at Flitwick Village Hall.  All the MidBeds parliamentary constituency candidates (see below) were present initially to introduce themselves and subsequently to answer questions from residents

JOHN COOPER (English Democrats)

NADINE DORRIES (Conservative)

MALCOLM BAILEY (Green)

DAVID REEVES (Labour)

LINDA JACK (Liberal Democrat)

BILL HALL (UK Independence Party)

The debate was structured, firstly to seek candidates’ views on local issues,  and secondly on national issues

Local Issues

There was consensus among candidates on

· Opposition to the Covanta waste processing plant at Marston Vale and increased emphasis on recycling of waste

· Encouragement of small businesses, high-tech and tourism employment opportunities

· Support for increased and coordinated public transport

But there were mixed views on the value of the Center Parcs development

National Issues

Support for 

· referenda on national issues such as leaving the European Union and control of immigration, the latter to concentrate on needed skills

· the need for significant cuts in Government expenditure to offset the enormous public debt, although less definition of what should be done

· a fairer society and distribution of wealth but mixed views on the taxation levels which might achieve this 

· investment in skills, energy, communication and transport infrastructure as priorities

· protection of spending on education, not least the universities and the science base, with innovation in learning methods, increased apprenticeship opportunities, and opposition to courses with little value to the economy and advancement of knowledge

· protection of spending on the clinical  front-line in health services, with a reduction in management bureaucracy

The debate was tempered by the absence of the Conservative Candidate who left the meeting very early due to another non-notified engagement and objections to a participant in the meeting who was recording events.

Meeting the candidates en groupe provided those present with a direct opportunity to compare policies and personalities and no doubt was influential in affecting individual decisions on voting patterns. 

(FS 050510)




Flitwick At The Crossroads


Contacts:


Arthur Bourne & Fiona Steele,


17 Church Road, Flitwick, Beds. MK45 1AE  


Tel:  (01525) 718110      e-mail: steelebourne@gmail.com








