Notes from Flitwick Town Council Meeting 15 September 2009
1 Flitwick Town Centre Regeneration

Presentation by  Jon Cliff, Head Growth Programme, Central Beds Council on the Flitwick Town Centre Development Project

1.1 Context
The Planning Framework and Indicative Masterplan approved by Midbeds Council in June 2008 remains the principal document against which negotiations on the regeneration of the land west of the railway line in Flitwick are proceeding.  The partners identified remain the same except that Central Beds Council is now responsible for the library, highways and planning.
1.2 Update

The impact of the recession and collapse of the housing market has adversely affected the viability of the project which is now marginal.  A review of the Masterplan has led to a number of changes:

· the multi-storey station carpark is not viable,  and a phased approach is proposed focusing on a larger surface carpark, doubling its present capacity to 530 spaces, at the expense of halving the original housing provision in the area.  In the longer term a second deck could be added depending on market demand.

· a new Tesco and carpark is still on the cards although it could be smaller, with the petrol filling station located on the present library site, the latter to move to the station area.  Tesco is playing its cards close to its chest on what it  now intends to do.
· there is still a large questionmark over how the proposed new footbridge across the railway will be delivered..  Network Rail and First Capital Connect, while involved in the planning which is being funded by a contribution from the £3.5M Growth Area Funding allocated to the project, are not themselves putting in money as Flitwick is not one of their priorities.   

· an updated development appraisal considers that the Station Square development is in need of most assistance and support on the grounds of viability.  It has to be considered in tandem with the new Tesco store 

1.3 Next Steps and Key Actions

· appointment of overall project manager

· legally binding agreements between the landowners covering their roles and responsibilities, scheme delivery and cost sharing (who builds and pays for what)
· Tesco  to carry out its own re-appraisal prior to seeking pre-Board approval

· Network Rail to progress Rail Regulatory and other approvals, including agreement with FCC which manages the station.

· agreement by all parties on preferred footbridge option

· agreement on future management/maintenance arrangements for the station carpark, transport interchange and new footbridge

· agreement on replacement library

· agreement on how the total remaining GAF funds of £3.5M are to be spent before 31 March 2011

· development of detailed design addressing issues required for the planning applications

· further round of public consultations led by the developers prior to the submission of planning application – probably in Spring 2010
· preparation and submission of planning applications, including Environmental Impact Assessment and Heads of Terms for Section 106 Agreements.

1.4  Discussion on Presentation
Town Councillors highly critical of the way the project is developing (or not!!) which appears to offer little benefit to Flitwick residents.  A short term perspective dominates and there is no long term vision.  Car parking is a particular concern:
· additional provision at the station of more benefit to commuters from outside Flitwick, and unless charges are reduced (unlikely) there is even more likelihood of on-street parking

· additional spaces at Tesco will also suck in more traffic to the detriment of local residents – view reiterated that Tesco should move
· local residents disadvantaged because of lack of town centre parking, particularly for the proposed library and, it is understood, an expanded surgery.  Disabled visitors to these sites will not be able to use the expanded Tesco carpark even if provision were made for them 
2 Other Issues from the Meeting

2.1 Public Transport and Highways

The new East Ward Flitwick councillors for Central Beds reported that improvements to Flitwick roads had not been included in the Central Beds highway plans for the next five years.  Also, because of the need to cut costs, the Red Rose Sunday bus service which includes Flitwick, and the 200 Grant Palmer service which serves Flitwick and Biggleswade are to be axed (currently the subsidy is £14 per passenger journey).  There is a to be a review of public transport  provision across the Central Beds area

2.2 Other Planning Issues

FTCouncillors extremely annoyed that Central Beds has ignored FTC’s  views on and objections to  a number of key planning applications, not least a resubmission of that application to convert Flitwick Mill to a private residence.  Despite the decision of MBDC earlier this year not to allow the application and FTC’s further objections, CBCouncillors overturned this and approved the resubmitted application.  Flitwick CBCouncillors were challenged to say how they had voted, and they indicated that they had fully supported the application as it had been hinted that the owner would win his appeal against the original MBDC decision resulting in costs that CBC could not afford. Also officers still considered that a house would be the best solution for the future of the Mill
Further decisions overruling the views of FTC related to Kiln Farm which has now been demolished, and approval for a  restaurant on the Unwin’s High Street site despite FTC objections because of traffic and parking issues

Agreed that FTC would write a letter complaining about CBC’s attitude and how the views of Flitwick residents on the ground are being ignored.

All in all a pretty depressing meeting reinforcing the view that Flitwick is missing out yet again and is at the bottom of the Central Beds benefits league table despite its position as one of the largest towns. 
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