Flitwick at the Crossroads Residents Action Group
Minutes of Fourteenth Executive Committee Meeting held on 18 August 2010 at 17 Church Road, Flitwick

Present

Arthur Bourne (Chair) (AB)

Richard Clifton (RC)

Juliette Culver (JC)

Andrew Long (AL)

Fiona Steele (FS)

1  Preliminaries
Apologies for absence were received from David Nixon.  It was noted that Bill Griffiths was now back home after the partial amputation of his leg but was not yet able to leave the house.  It is hoped that a prosthesis can be fitted in due course and members wished him well for a continuing recovery.

2  Minutes of Meeting held on 13 April 2010

The Minutes were accepted as a correct record
3  Matters Arising

3.1 Minute 3.3 – Flitwick Village Hall

Members noted the Minutes of the AGM held on 22 June 2010 and that no members of the public had been present.  The Management Committee were re-elected with the exception of one member.

3.2 Minute 4 – General Election

3.2.1 The Secretary gave apologies for an error in the heading on the Report of the meeting with the Parliamentary candidates –she had used the old logo which gave Glen Pullen as a contact point in addition to herself and the Chairman.  The correct contact should be Richard Clifton (following Glen’s death) and she agreed to advise members accordingly. and  JC was also asked to correct the website posting (Action: FS, JC)

3.2.2 Members commented that the meeting with the candidates had not proceeded quite as expected but that it had been very useful and worth doing, and that the numbers attending had been very satisfactory.  It was noted that the English Democratic Party candidate has since died.
4  Flitwick Town Centre Regeneration
4.1 Highways and Transport
There appears to be little to report except that it is understood that Central Beds has put out to tender a new contract relating to an assessment of the transport and highways implications of the development proposed.  AL noted that Central Beds has to produce a new Local Transport Plan and that two ‘stakeholder’ consultations are to be held shortly on the issues involved since the introduction of the Unitary Authority.  One meeting is to be held in Biggleswade and the other in Dunstable.  AL had written to the Flitwick Town Council Clerk pointing out that it is strange that no meeting is to be held in Flitwick which would be logical given the proposals for the regeneration of the area and the fact that Flitwick is now in the centre of the Authority’ remit.  It appears that Flitwick and Ampthill issues are not to be discussed until 2011/12 and hence the omission at this stage.  AL will be going to the Biggleswade meeting and will report back (Action: AL).  It was also noted that the Central Beds does not appear to have any influence over the exceptionally poor coordination of the local bus services which means that the available services run within 5 minutes of each other followed by an hour’s gap.  It appears that the only intervention that Central Beds has is in respect of the timing of those services it subsidises, and as far as Flitwick- Bedford is concerned this means only two of those scheduled.
4.2 Retail Provision

In relation to the FTC proposals it was noted that new Government guidance has been issued relating to the planning of retail  provision in an area which will affect the position of large supermarkets  but the implications are not clear (Action: AL to provide material as appropriate – Action :AL)

4.3 Network Rail

AL reported that while the Thameslink platform lengthening has now reached Leagrave, the future for Flitwick is not clear as NR has pulled out of the refurbishment of the Bedford Station Quarter and the promised new trains will probably not materialise because of budget cuts.  The position regarding the provision of a new footbridge at Flitwick on which so much of the regeneration seems to depend appears to be in limbo, and that the fact that NR has fenced off its land at Flitwick may just be a move to delineate its area of responsibility.

It was agreed that in the light of the above transport-related developments the Secretary should write to Jon Cliff asking for a formal update of the situation and where the current priorities for Flitwick regeneration lie, particularly in the light of the current Central Beds budgetary difficulties and possible future cutbacks in public expenditure generally. The recent housing and highways developments on the outskirts of  Ampthill may also have a bearing on the situation.  (Action: FS)
5  FATCRAG AGM

The Secretary reported that the FATCRAG constitution requires that an AGM be held.  This would normally be arranged for the Spring but in view of the General Election and concentration on the Parliamentary candidates meeting in May, the Committee had decided to delay the 2010 meeting until  later this year.  It was agreed that the meeting now should be held in October, and that it would be timely to dovetail this with an invitation to the Flitwick Central Beds Councillors to attend and report back on their activities and answer questions generally. (Action:  FS to seek suitable dates for the availability of the Village Hall and of the relevant Councillors)
6  Any Other Business
It was noted that as a consequence of death, illness, and work changes  the number of Committee members is now less than ideal, and it was agreed that additional members should be sought  This should also be raised at the AGM (Action:FS)

7  Next Meeting
It was agreed that this should be decided when the date of the AGM has been fixed.
(FS 240810)
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