Note of Discussion re the Relocation of the Leisure Centre at the Flitwick Town Council  Meeting on 19 February 2008

More than 50 members of the public, including a large FATCRAG contingent, attended the Flitwick Town Council (FTC) meeting on 19 February which was due to consider the public’s response to a consultation on the  proposal to relocate the Leisure Centre to the Millenium Park.  At the Open Forum prior to the FTC’s formal meeting  the opportunity was taken by many present to reiterate strong opposition to the proposal and concerns regarding the manner in which the Council’s consultation had been conducted.  The report of the response to the consultation was made available to those present, and despite this outlining the extensive opposition (including FATCRAG’s representations), the conclusion by the Leisure Facilities Steering Group was that the proposals should continue to be pursued (see attached).
The report was introduced by Cllr Palmer on behalf of the Group who stated at the outset that a letter from Mid-Beds District Council, the partner in the project, had been received on 15 February which in effect pre-empted discussion as envisaged.   MBDC was imposing additional requirements in the contract negotiations which would make it impossible for the FTC to proceed with the proposal as put forward.
 Cllr Mitchell (Flitwick District Councillor on the MBDC)  outlined the salient points in the letter, namely:
· MBDC did not support a joint management team with the FTC in relation to the Centre and would require complete control
· FTC would need to raise revenue from the sale of the current site to support the building of a new centre and would be required to remit 50% of the proceeds to MBDC (instead of 40%as previously proposed) and amounting to some £4.5M)

· MBDC would require an additional £1.1M to support other leisure provision in the total package)

· MBDC would retain all revenue from the operation of the Centre

In effect Flitwick would be gaining virtually nothing from the deal despite being required to put a further £2M into the project.  In introducing the subsequent discussion the Chairman  (Cllr Thompson) drew attention to the final paragraph of the letter which offered the opportunity for further negotiation.  However there was relatively little discussion and Cllr Mitchell moved a resolution that the project should not go ahead.  This was approved unanimously and the integrity of the Millenium Park as green space is thus protected for the time being.  This is not to say that negotiations can never be re-opened in the future.

Later in the meeting the new consultation ‘Talk to Midbeds’ was discussed  briefly.  This relates to the Government’s requirement to provide a further 4500 new houses in Mid-Beds over and above the 12500 possibilities already identified and also to create 9000 new jobs.  Flitwick will be required to offer sites to accommodate between 250 and 750 new houses, and it was noted that there will be an exhibition of possible sites in the Rufus Centre on 15 March 2008 and the public are invited to view this and comment on the proposals. This is another element to be added to the Flitwick regeneration proposals.  Following this item the Council went into private session.
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