Flitwick at the Crossroads Residents Action Group
Minutes of the Second Executive Committee Meeting held on 3 March 2008 at 17 Church Road Road, Flitwick

Present

Arthur Bourne (Chair)

Vivien Bray

Bill Griffiths

Andrew long

David Nixon

Glen Pullen

Fiona Steele

Juliette White
1  Preliminaries

Tina Kent was welcomed to the meeting

2  Minutes of Meeting held on 11 February 2008

The Minutes were confirmed as a correct record

3  Meeting with Developers and Planners, 6 March 2008

Members discussed a draft aide memoire to guide discussion with the development partners on 6 March.  It was agreed that:

· the FATCRAG team (Arthur Bourne, Bill Griffiths, Andrew Long, David Nixon, Glen Pullen and Fiona Steele) should aim to set the agenda at the outset

· the final aide memoire (attached) should be provided to the development partners as a summary of FATCRAG’s key concerns relating to the current proposals together with its vision for the future – this material to be considered complementary to FATCRAG’s original submission and a further working up of  ideas presented in that submission.

· the anticipated second meeting with Ward Councillors should be held in the evening if at all possible to enable the ‘younger workers’ to attend

During discussion of the Aide Memoire, the following items of intelligence obtained from members were noted:
Transport 
· re the idea of a bypass, a notice on BCC’s website indicates that further feasibility work is to be undertaken during the present transport planning period.  Whatever unitary authority emerges from the present battle, this will have to assume full responsibility for traffic issues

· at the point of a formal planning application an EIA must take account of traffic implications

· the entrance to the Center Parcs development is likely to be on Fordfield Road as it is understood that additional land has been purchased here – it appears that permission has not been granted to site the entrance on the A507.  This has additional implications for traffic flow along Steppingley Road 

· National Rail owns the land round the station and can more or less do what it likes with it under the blanket Government approval of the Thameslink 2000 project.  Councils can only effect cosmetic changes to any development.  It appears that NR has gone back to the drawing board re their original proposals

· re the station multi-storey carpark, the amount of decking will be the responsibility of the franchisee First Capital Connect – the current plan appears to provide foundations which could accommodate the addition of further decks later

Retail 
· the old warehouses on the station site have apparently been marked out for a Tesco relief store while rebuilding of the proposed new store proceeds

· it would be useful to know if the Flitwick Tesco is earmarked for sale/leaseback 

· the building line along Steppingley Road is set well back from the road which would have implications for a new Tesco – the land bordering the road is a designated bridleway

Village Hall

· enquiries of the Charity Commission suggest that the Village Hall cannot be replaced by a petrol station (Action:  WG to provide supporting paperwork)

· still a niggling worry about what the FTC precept, which is higher than that of Mid-Beds, has been/is being used for – the information seems to be impossible to extract (Action; WG to continue to liaise with RS who has also been devilling)

4  Millenium Park

TK introduced her initiative to try and get the Millenium Park registered as a ‘Village Green’ which would secure its future as green space, irrespective of ownership, if it could be proved that it has been used for recreational purposes for at least 20 years.  She has conducted quite a lot of preliminary research and has the support of the registering officer, Chris Heard of BCC, but now needs help to document the history of the Millenium Park in this period.  This has to be testimony from ‘witnesses’ supported by written and photographic evidence.  Committee members endorsed her initiative and offered FATCRAG’s help.  It was suggested that she contact RS, Keith Virgin, and Ann Slack (Action: WG and GP to facilitate) and other members offered logistical help.  It was also agreed that she prepare a notice for circulation to FATCRAG members as a whole, perhaps via the suggested Newsletter (see 6  below) soliciting any information that they may have (Action: TK),  and that the issue could also be discussed at the next full meeting of FATCRAG.
5  Flitwick Town Council Elections

Three people have come forward to stand for election on a FATCRAG ticket for the FTC west ward councillor vacancies.  Following discussion among themselves, Keith Quantrill and Patrick Feerick will stand.  It was agreed that FATCRAG should publicise their candidature among members (a brief manifesto, biog and photographs will be needed (Action:FS, GP).  BOS and the T&C should also be informed (Action: AB).  If the seats are contested, the election will be held on 3 April 2008.
6  Communications

Newsletter

It was agreed that not all members would want to read full minutes, reports etc and that a newsletter should be produced outlining key developments. The first issue, as well as outlining details of the FATCRAG councillor candidates, could report on the outcome of the 6 March meeting with the town centre development partners, the Millenium Park Village Green initiative, propose a date for the next full FATCRAG meeting, and also solicit further members (Action:  FS to draft). TK will also circulate this among her database (Action: TK)
Other Activities

AB reported that he is in regular touch with Keeley Knowles of BOS and Paul Fisher of the T&C re possible features and is sending in letters to the Editors as appropriate. JW is regularly updating the website with FATCRAG news and papers

7  Any Other Business

FTC Policy & Resources Committee

WG reminded members of a meeting of the this Committee on 5 March during  which he understands that there will be an attempt to ensure that all Council papers (save for commercial in confidence) are released to the public to respond fully to the Freedom of Information Act, and to improve the poor relations with Flitwick residents  WG was thanked for his sterling work in extracting information.

Finance
GP reported that the sum donated now stands at £429.50

8  Date of Next Meeting

It was agreed to arrange a date following the outcome of the meeting on 6 March and to consider a full FATCRAG meeting.

FS (050308) 

PAGE  
2

