Flitwick at the Crossroads Residents Action Group

Minutes of Eighteenth Executive Committee Meeting held on 5 December 2011 at 17 Church Road, Flitwick

Present
Arthur Bourne (Chair) (AB)
Richard Clifton (RC)
Bill Griffiths (WG)
Andrew Long (AL)
Richard Kennedy (RK)
Rex Markham (RM)
Tim Parsons (TP)
Fiona Steele (FS)

1  Preliminaries
Apologies for absence were received from Juliette Culver and David Nixon.  Richard Kennedy was welcomed as a member of the Committee.

2  Minutes of Meeting held on 14 September 2011
The Minutes were accepted as a correct record

3  Matters Arising
There were no matters arising not covered elsewhere on the agenda

4  Minutes of the AGM held on 4 Novembeer 2011
The Minutes were noted.

5  Matters Arising from the AGM Minutes
It was noted that the AGM had been well attended and the opportunity to question Central Beds Councillors had been welcomed.  The presentation by Margaret Roberts, the new Practice Manager at the Flitwick Surgery, provided a useful insight into changes at the Surgery and was particularly well received

6  Flitwick Town Centre Regeneration and Associated Issues
· The briefing by Central Beds Councillors at the FATCRAG AGM suggested that there has been little movement in taking the regeneration project forward but that the development prime movers are still talking.  A subsequent article in the Times & Citizen (17 November) quoted Tesco as saying that it is still committed to increasing its presence in Flitwick as part of the project and had not ruled anything out..  AB and FS, on behalf of FATCRAG, had responded to the effect that Flitwick deserves a much better Town Centre than that in the proposals originally put forward.  They drew attention to FATCRAG’s own vision of a future for the town more attuned to the needs of residents.  In discussion members referred to a lack of information as to whether the contract for Central Beds Council to buy key land near the station had been finalised.  The Growth Area Funding involved should apparently have been committed by the beginning of the current financial year but as yet there is nothing to show any progress.
· It was also noted that Cowlgrove has submitted a planning application  in respect of the redevelopment of the upper floor of Franklin House for residential and commercial use.
· A further issue noted was that the former car park at the station leased by Flitwick Town Council from Billingtons does not appear to have been reinstated. This is despite Network Rail having vacated the temporary worksite following completion of the station platform extensions ready for 12-car operation in the new FCC timetable commencing on 12 December 2011.
· A positive move in the centre of Flitwick, however, is the provision of a new bus shelter to replace the eyesore that has blighted the High Street for many years – this is due to be in place by the end of December.
· AL also noted that the Bedford Commuters Association has been instrumental in getting new posters placed on the station building providing information on Flitwick and the local rail services, and it would be the intention to augment this with details of relevant bus services.  But he commented that pressure to provide disabled access to all station platforms is still meeting deaf ears.

7  Local Area Transport Plan for Ampthill and Flitwick
AL had analysed in considerable detail the draft consultation document (to which responses are required by 3 February 2012) and considers that it lacks substance.  He itemised a number of failings:
· There is no indication of a Flitwick Town Transport Plan (Chapter 3)
· There appears to have been minimal public consultation – two ‘Let’s Talk Together’ meetings and two Councillor-only meetings, and there is no indication of a consultation feedback summary from these (Appendix F)
· In relation to Local Development Framework allocations,  the effect of housing growth in Ampthill and Flitwick is skated over and there is no recognition of implications for traffic congestion.
· Reductions in Central Beds Council bus service support appear to have been brought forward
· There is no station travel plan for Flitwick
· Ampthill and Flitwick are not in the priority league for funding despite their combined size
· A Flitwick bypass has been rejected despite schemes implemented on the A6 where traffic flows are much less
· In relation to road safety, there is no indication of physical traffic calming measures such as road tapering or reduced speed limits
· It is not clear how the perceived priority areas for action in Flitwick have been arrived at (p36) and whether these are also the priorities which Flitwick Town Council have identified
· The key chapter (7) outlining a Programme is blank except to comment that it will be completed following ‘consultation’ (not defined)
Members agreed that these are important issues and should be incorporated in a FATCRAG response (Action:  AL to draft and circulate to members for comment)  In formulating this it was agreed that it would be mutually  constructive to enquire what Flitwick Town Council might be identifying as priorities in its presumed response to the consultation (Action: FS to approach Carol Carter)



8  Covanta
AB and FS letter to Bedford on Sunday (23 October 2011) criticising  the decision of the Infrastructure Planning Commission to grant development consent for Covanta’s proposal for an energy from waste and materials recovery facility was welcomed.  It was noted that there had been reports that Central Beds Council is seeking a judicial review of the decision, and it was agreed to try and seek confirmation of this (Action: FS to approach the relevant Central Beds Council portfolio holder   accordingly). 

9  Medical Provision
It was reported that the survey of patients’ views on the operation of the Flitwick Surgery, carried out under the aegis of the Patient Participation Group (PPG), had provided a good response rate with many supportive comments.  The main criticisms related to problems with car parking and the telephone system.  With regard to the former it was noted that the Practice Partners have been continually lobbying the landowner (the Primary Care Trust) to provide additional spaces, and with regard to the latter, action is underway to instal a new system which should go live at the beginning of January.   A report on the outcome of the survey and follow-up actions will be published early in 2012.  Meanwhile  FATCRAG was encouraged to recruit more members for the PPG (Action: All)

10 Administration
10.1 Subscriptions
[bookmark: _GoBack]At the AGM it had been agreed that FATCRAG should become a subscription organisation at a charge of £10 per household  Since its formation in 2008 its expenses have been met from informal donations, but it is now proposed that it should build up its resources on a formal footing.   After discussion the Committee agreed that supporters should be notified of this intention and that the subscription would be instituted at the next major consultation (Action: AB)
10.2 Chairman and Secretary
The AGM had been informed that AB and FS would have to resign as a consequence of their intended move away from Flitwick.  Nominations were invited for their replacements.  Since the meeting David Nixon had been proposed as chairman and had indicated that he would be willing to serve.  The committee unanimously agreed that he should be formally invited to serve as from 1 January 2012 (Action: FS).  No nominations had been received for the Secretary position and it was agreed that the notification to members (Minute 10.1) should  seek a volunteer as a matter of urgency (Action: AB)

11 Any Other Business
There was no other business

12 Date of Next Meeting
To be arranged
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