Flitwick at the Crossroads Residents Action Group

Minutes of Fifth Executive Committee Meeting held on 14 April 2008 at 17 Church Road, Flitwick

Present

Arthur Bourne (Chair)

Bill Griffiths

David Nixon

Glen Pullen

Fiona Steele

Juliette White

1  Preliminaries

Apologies for Absence were received from Tina Kent and Andrew Long.  It was noted that the two new Town Councillor FATCRAG supporters had declined an invitation to join the Executive Committee at this stage as they wished to find their feet first.  It was agreed to ask them to report back to the Committee any developments relevant to FATCRAG’s interests (Action:FS)
2  Minutes of Third meeting held on 25 March, Notes of Ad hoc Meeting on 31 March and Notes of Meeting with Ward Councillors 31 March.

These were confirmed as a correct record

3  Issues arising from Minute 2 above

a)  MBDC Executive 21 May

It was agreed that FATCRAG should attend this meeting and put forward its views on the revised Flitwick Town Centre Regeneration Technical Guidance during the public session prior to the Executive’s discussion.  As the relevant report will only be put in the public domain one week before the meeting, FATCRAG will need to move fast to assess any new material, particularly the outcome of  the additional scoping studies commissioned by the developers and planners.  In any event FATCRAG should continue to stress the major health and safety and traffic congestion issues which will arise from any development on the scale currently proposed (Action:  FS to keep in touch with Jon Cliff re timetabling and relevant developments)
JW raised the idea of forwarding to all members of the MBDC Executive the summary aide memoire of FATCRAG’s original objections to the Regeneration proposals (suitably amended following scrutiny of the revised technical guidance) together with its own vision for the future.  This suggestion was welcomed (Action: FS to pursue).  
b)  Town Meeting 9 April

It was noted that at this meeting many of the issues raised previously regarding the development of Flitwick were repeated, and Exec members who had been present noted continuing concern whether Councillors would really fight for residents’ wishes rather than cave in to those of the developers. GP also pointed out that whether MBDC will be able to field the quality of expert advice needed to counter developer appeals is debatable. This is also something FATCRAG should press for if and when planning applications are submitted.
c)  Millenium Park

Members discussed TK’s email relating to the fact that there are now doubts relating to the possibility of obtaining Village Green status for the Park.  However, there is a link to the ‘Fields in Trust’ (National Playing Fields Association) which is encouraging and it is still unlikely that the site could be developed for other purposes.(Action: TK to keep the group informed)

d)  Flitwick By-Pass

It was noted that FS/AB had received a letter from the Highways Authority  notifying interested members of the public that the Public Enquiry relating to the proposed widening of the M1 between Junctions 10 and 13 .is on hold pending the outcome of further traffic assessments, the implications of new technology and the feasibility of running traffic along the hard shoulder. The economics of the widening programme are also being re-examined.  It is not clear whether this will have any implications for the bypass scoping studies due to be put in train but the situation needs to be watched.
4  Communications
a)  Newsletter

GP/WG reported that 200 copies of the first page manifesto had been supplied to TK for circulation to her contacts.  It was agreed that WG would print up a further 500 copies and GP would include these with his leafleting on behalf of RS and DN would also distribute copies.  WG will print 150 copies of the two-sided version for FS to circulate to FATCRAG members.  (Action: All)
b)  Press

AB will chase up Jon Fisher and Keeley Knowles re their possible attendance at the  24 April  FATCRAG Meeting (Action: AB)
5  FATCRAG Meeting 24 April
a)  Objectives

It was agreed that the main thrust of the meeting will be to report back on the activities of the Executive, to obtain members’ endorsement of the stance being taken on the development, and to seek further views.  It was agreed that FS would present the update and that individual specialists would amplify points where required (Action: FS, and WG to print up copies of the aide memoire as a guide to discussion). It was also noted that FS had invited the three party political candidates for the MBDC Flitwick East Ward election to attend the meeting to indicate where they stand on the key issues.  She suggested that WG should  also invite RS as a matter of courtesy in his ‘Independent’ capacity, and this was agreed (Action: WG).
b)  Publicity

Regarding further publicity for the meeting, in addition to the newsletter, it was agreed that announcements should b made in The Times and Citizen and Bedfordshire on Sunday (Action: FS).  FS noted that she had put a notice in Flitwick Papers which is due to be circulated from 20 April.

c)  Logistics

Actions: AB/GP to explore possibility of obtaining microphones, and All to arrive at 6.30pm to set up

6  Finance and Membership
While the funds collected so far are encouraging, it was agreed that GP would insert a further request in the newsletter for donations and also offers of help in kind. (Action: GP)
7  Any Other Business
WG reported that he, AB and FS had been invited to view the earlier plans for the refurbishment of the High Street area. Funds are still ring-fenced but everything has been put on hold pending the outcome of the regeneration project.  He also noted that he is still in correspondence with Carol Carter re the deeds of the Village Hall.  It was agreed that FATCRAG members should be encouraged to attend the AGM for the latter on 15 May.

8  Next Meeting

This will be arranged following the outcome of the 24 April meeting.

FS (150408)
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