Flitwick at the Crossroads Residents Action Group

Minutes of Seventeenth Executive Committee Meeting held on 14 September 2011 at 17 Church Road, Flitwick

Present
Arthur Bourne (Chair) (AB)
Juliette Culver (JC)
Bill Griffiths (WG)
Andrew Long (AL)
David Nixon (DN)
Tim Parsons (TP)
Fiona Steele (FS)

1  Preliminaries
Apologies for absence were received from Richard Clifton and Richard Kennedy, the latter having been invited on to the Committee as a co-opted member.

2  Minutes of Meeting held on 23 March 2011
The Minutes were accepted as a correct record

3  Matters Arising
There were no matters arising not covered elsewhere on the agenda

4  Flitwick Town Centre Regeneration and Associated issues
4.1 General Update
FS reported that following the article in the July issue of Flitwick Papers reporting the Town Council’s concern over the lack of any progress relating to plans for the regeneration of Flitwick town centre she had written to Carol Carter and the new Flitwick CBC Councillors requesting any information about what action is being taken.  Councillor Gomm has confirmed that the Town Council and the CBC Councillors have been pressing CBC for action to revive the regeneration proposals and a Steering group has been set up to pursue this with its first meeting scheduled for the end of September. FS has requested that FATCRAG should be kept informed about progress.
4.2 Other CBC Planning Issues
It was noted that CBC seems to be concentrating on issues associated with developments in the Wixams, Biggleswade/Sandy, and Leighton Buzzard/Dunstable areas rather than other parts of Central Beds.  It was also noted that a planning application to extend the Tesco store in Leighton Buzzard had gone through on the nod
4.3 Transport issues
It was noted that there is now a consultation on a Local Area Transport plan for Flitwick and Dunstable and that responses should be submitted by 23 September 2011.  The consultation document asks for issues of concern relating to journeys to work and school, freight transport, and modes of transport eg walking, cycling, public transport, highways, car parking.  It then asks for suggested options to tackle these issues.  The Committee agreed that a generic response should be submitted on behalf of FATCRAG  (Action: FS to draft) and put forward the following issues and options to tackle them related to the above list, ie
4.3.1 Issues
4.3.1.1 Rail
· difficulty of access to the Flitwick railway station, particularly for disabled passengers and those with children as there is no platform-level access except for platform 4 which is rarely used for local service trains. This is a serious safety issue.
· there appears to be no specific plan for Flitwick and Harlington station upgrades apart from extension of platforms to accommodate  the 12-car trains due to come into service in December 2011
4.3.1.2 Buses
· poor coordination of the bus services servicing Flitwick
· congestion around the bus stops in the High Street
· confusion over the new common numbering of the 42 service with no clear indication of the different routes involved
4.3.1.3 Freight
· Continuing concern over the environmental implications of the increasing use by heavy freight vehicles of the roads through Flitwick, not least safety issues associated with their use of the sole bridge over the railway
4.3.1.4 Other Highways issues
· The number of potholes and poor road surfaces in the Flitwick/Ampthill area awaiting remediation
· Parking congestion outside schools,  around the Flitwick Surgery, and in local roads generally (see also 4.3.2 above)
· Safety issues associated with the new road  configuration at the junction of Church Road and the road linking Tingrith and Woburn
· Safety issues associated with traffic speeds and density along Fordfield Road, not least as a consequence of the Center Parcs Development
· Few dedicated cycle routes in the area
· Poor safe pedestrian for pedestrians to facilities in the centre of Flitwick
4.3.1.5 Priority Issues
· Easy access to trains for all passengers at Flitwick Station
· Restructuring of bus timetables and siting of bus stops
· The provision of a bypass for Flitwick
4.3.2 Options
4.3.2.1 Rail
· There should be lifts to all platforms at Flitwick station
· Additionally gated access to platforms 1 and 4 should be provided at platform level from the Billington-owned land and from the Swan Public House at the south end of the station
4.3.2.2 Buses
· Bus services should be more regularly spaced both to avoid congestion in the High Street and to encourage increased bus usage
· Consideration should be given to an alternative site for bus services starting and terminating in Central Flitwick, eg the use of the forecourt to Flitwick Village Hall while still providing request stops in the High Street
4.3.2.3 Freight
· The increasing HGV pressure is a continuing argument for the provision of a bypass for Flitwick and Westoning or the banning of vehicles above an acceptable weight from the centre of Flitwick
4.3.2.4 Other Highways Issues
The issues identified in 4.3.1.4 could be tackled by
· parking bans
· speed restrictions
· alternative signage to divert traffic from ‘hot spots’
· the provision of additional pedestrian crossings, and the continuation of the footway along Froghall Road to Doolittle Farm (the latter not least as a consequence of anticipated new housing construction in this area)
4.3.2.5 Priority Options
· Lifts to all platforms at Flitwick Station
· Reconfiguration of Bus services
· The provision of a bypass for Flitwick
4.4. Center Parcs
The construction of the new roundabout at the end of Fordfield Road was welcomed as a significant improvement in road safety, not least as a consequence of the Center Parcs development.  However Fordfield Road should be subject to speed limits and signage to Center Parcs should make it more clear the traffic should not use the A5120 through Flitwick.

5.  Covanta Resource Recovery Facility
It was noted that the Infrastructure Planning Commission is still in place and that it is presumably preparing its report on the Covanta planning application.  It was noted that the other Covanta application for a site in  the UK (in Wales) is subject to a local Council requirement that access should be by rail.  There is no reason why CBC should not insist that the same criterion should apply in Bedfordshire as there is easy access to a railhead.

6.  Medical Provision
The establishment of the Flitwick Surgery Patient Participation Group was welcomed and it was agreed that FATCRAG members should be encouraged to join.  A lecture on ‘Lifestyle and Cancer – the evidence behind the facts’ is being arranged at the Rufus Centre on 24 October and it was agreed that it should be publicised to members (Action: FS).

7.  Annual General Meeting
It was suggested that at the AGM  due shortly CBC Councillors should be invited to brief members on their investigations into the progress of the regeneration of Flitwick town centre (Action:  FS to approach Councillors accordingly and seek suitable dates in early November).  

8.  Administration
8.1 Finance 
In the absence of the Treasurer who had been suddenly taken ill and could not attend the meeting, there was no financial report but it was believed that there had been no change since the last meeting
8.2 Future Plans
AB and FS noted that it was their attention to move out of Flitwick in the near future, the housing market permitting.  In this event it would  be necessary to appoint a new Chairman and Secretary or and/or appoint other members of FATCRAG to undertake administrative tasks.  This should be raised at the AGM (Action: FS)

9.  Any Other Business
It was noted that the proposed changes in Parliamentary boundaries would mean that the current Mid Beds constituency would no longer exist.  The proposal is that this will be split  such that Flitwick will go to the South West Beds constituency while Ampthill would be added to the North East beds constituency. A 12 week public consultation on the electoral boundaries has now begun.

[bookmark: _GoBack]10.  Date of Next Meeting
Depending on the response of Councillors (see 7 above) the next meeting should be held to plan the agenda once a suitable AGM date is arranged (Action: FS)
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