Flitwick at the Crossroads Residents Action Group
Minutes of Ninth Executive Committee Meeting held on 30 March 2009 at
 17 Church Road, Flitwick

Present

Arthur Bourne (Chair) (AB)

Vivien Bray (VB)

Richard Clifton (RC)

Juliette Culver (JC)

Bill Griffiths (WG)

David Nixon (DN)

Fiona Steele (FS)

1.   Preliminaries
Tribute – Glen Pullen, instigator of FATCRAG and its Treasurer and logo and newsletter designer, died on 14 March 2009.  AB paid tribute to him, both as a thoroughly decent personality full of integrity and with a strong social conscience, and also in the manifestation of this in his extensive work for the community over many years.  He is and will be much missed.

Welcome – AB welcomed Richard Clifton who has kindly volunteered to act as FATCRAG’s Treasurer at least for the next year. Coincidentally and fortuitously RC has also taken over as Treasurer of the Old School which was also a role undertaken by Glen Pullen.  Members noted with pleasure that a plaque to the memory of GP and also Barbara Burrows (who has also campaigned tirelessly for the School and who sadly died just before GP) is to be placed in the School.
2   Minutes of Meeting held on 12 December 2008

The Minutes were accepted as a correct record.

3.   Matters Arising from the Minutes

Matters were covered elsewhere on the Agenda

4.  Notes of First FATCRAG AGM held on 17 February 2009
FS noted a correction provided by Jon Cliff, namely Minute 3.1, bullet  5 where 31 March 2009 should read 31 March 2011. Otherwise the Minutes were accepted as a correct record.

5…Matters Arising from the Notes

Matters were covered elsewhere on the agenda

6…Flitwick Town Centre Redevelopment
It was noted that Jon Cliff had indicated that the next round of public consultation for the Town Centre Redevelopment will not now take place in April but has been postponed to June/July.  FS had informed him that at the FATCRAG AGM there had been strong opposition to such consultation being led by the developers as this would prejudice the independence of the exercise.  His response was that the initial consultation would have to be led by them as the focus would be on what they would put forward in their formal planning applications.  They would commission their own consultants but JC would expect the new Unitary Council to be able to influence the scope and content and seek reassurance about the independence of the results of the analysis.  He agreed however to put forward to the developers FATCRAG’s suggestion of using the Electoral Reform Society who are nationally recognised as impartial and independent..  It was agreed that FATCRAG should continue to press in meetings with Councillors for all consultation to be properly independent, initially in the meeting arranged with the Town Council on 6 April (see Minute 11  below).
It was further suggested that candidates for election in June to the Council of the new Central Bedfordshire Authority should be invited to meet FATCRAG ahead of the election.  They should be asked to indicate their stance on all matters related to Flitwick’s redevelopment and how they would respond to the concerns of residents (Action: FS).  RC suggested that the Old School would be a suitable venue and his suggestion was welcomed.
It was also agreed that FATCRAG’s vision as presented to earlier Council and developer meetings should be updated in the light of developments since June 2008 (Action:FS)
Intelligence from members suggested that Tesco’s increasing commitment to further expansion in Bedfordshire may influence its priorities as would the implications of new Local Development Framework thinking.  A key issue is the transport infrastructure, and it was agreed that FATCRAG should continue to press strongly for a Flitwick/Westoning road by pass before any development starts.  Members’ concerns about traffic gridlock are as strong as ever, as is the management of the serious disruption to residents which would occur in any redevelopment.  It was also noted that Flitwick is very low on the list of priorities for the upgrading taking place via the Thameslink 2000 rail programme which has implications for the Station Quarter.
7.   Flitwick Mill

VB reported that matters had been quiet since the intense activity leading up to the MBDC rejection in January 2009 of the Mill Owner’s application to turn the Mill into a private dwelling.  The Flitwick Preservation Group has written to the owner seeking a meeting to clarify his current intentions and to discuss cooperation regarding the future of the Mill.  There has been no response as yet and further contact will be pursued.  AB expressed strong concern as to why MBDC had not insisted on repairs to the Mill to make it safe following it being placed on the ‘Buildings at Risk’ register and argued that this avenue should  also be pursued with vigour.  It was agreed that this should be raised with Town Councillors on 6 April to establish FTC’s stance on the issue, and also be placed on the agenda for the Town Meeting on 22 April (Action: FS/VB)
8    Flitwick Town Council

WG raised concerns about FTC’s communications policy or rather lack of one, and drew attention to procedures which exist to demand a referendum on Parish issues which could include dissolution of poorly-performing Councils.  He was asked to circulate details to members (Action:WG).  A further concern is the question of what Flitwick residents are getting back from the high parish precept being levied on residents via the Council Tax.  This will also be raised at the meeting on 6 April
9.   Village Hall

JC reported that an application had been made to WREN for a grant for some refurbishment of the Hall.  The Hall AGM will be held on 5 May and it was agreed that the date should be publicised to FATCRAG members (Action: FS).  It was also noted that moves are underway to promote collaboration between the Hall and the Old School.  This was welcomed by the Committee

10.  Leisure Centre

It appears that the proposed land swap is still in abeyance pending the establishment of the Central Bedfordshire Authority.  The  FATCRAG Committee however is still of the view that the best site for the Leisure Centre would be on the current Tesco site with the latter being relocated to the current Leisure Centre site.  Such a move would also enable the establishment of a proper Civic Centre, including a Library and Police Station and other community facilities on the same site.
11.  Meeting with Town Councillors 6 April

AB, FS, WG, DN and VB indicated their availability for this meeting to be held at 6.30pm at the Rufus Centre (Andrew Long subsequently in providing apologies for absence from the current meeting said that he would also be able to attend).  Based on the foregoing, it was agreed that FATCRAG would wish to discuss:

· A Flitwick bypass before Town Centre Redevelopment and related transport matters

· The current state of the redevelopment proposals and the need for independent consultation
· Related infrastructure issues including the logistics of  redevelopment and associated disruption

· Update on the Leisure Centre relocation

· Support for the restoration of Flitwick Mill

· Implications of a new Local Framework Development Plan

· The status of the Center Parcs development

· Use of the parish precept

(Action:  FS to notify the Council and provide copies of the updated FATCRAG Vision document)

12.  Flitwick Town  Meeting 22 April 2009
FS has requested a FATCRAG item on the agenda for this meeting in relation to the redevelopment proposals.  This will also be an opportunity to obtain public support for independent consultation.  An item seeking support for the Flitwick Preservation Group’s activities regarding the Mill will also be placed on the agenda (Action: FS to confirm with the Town Clerk)
13.  Administration and Finance

It was agreed that FS should provide RC with previous history regarding the FATCRAG financial situation and that he would approach Irene Pullen at a suitable juncture to obtain Glen Pullen’s paperwork on the matter (Action: FS/RC).  No moves towards additional fund-raising will be made until this has been resolved.

14.  Communications with Members
All members of the Committee offered help in taking over other aspects of GP’s administrative activities including the design and production of the Newsletter (Action: WG). The logo will also be changed to replace GP’s contact details with those of RC (Action: FS).
JC was asked about usage of the FATCRAG website.  She has posted relevant material as it became available and will check out access statistics (Action:JC)

15.  Any Other Business

There was no further business

16.  Date of Next Meeting

This will be arranged pending the outcome of the 6 and 22 April meetings, probably in association with a meeting with Council candidates (Action: FS)
FS (010409)
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