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31 March 2011.                                  
Gary Alderson, Esq.,                                                                           
Director, Sustainable Communities,                                                    
Central Bedfordshire Council,  
Priory House,                                                          
Monks Walk, 

Chicksands,                                                                              

Shefford,                                                                
SG17 5TQ.                                       

Dear Mr Alderson 

  

Response to Central Beds LTP 3, LDF (North) and Housing Strategy. 

  

All three of these documents have been published within the last month or so. 

They set strategy and policy over the next fifteen years. 

  

FATCRAG would urge a much better integration of land use & transport planning, with strong iteration between all three documents. An holistic co-ordinated approach by the unitary authority is required, because each document appears to have been written in isolation! This is a poor reflection on the local authority, who appear to have ‘lost the plot’ despite the creation of a unitary authority - where all these strands should have been brought together. 

  

For example, the LDF (North) includes provision of 448 homes in Ampthill and 535 in Flitwick; yet there is no LATP for Ampthill/Flitwick as part of LTP 3 and it is unclear how Ampthill/Flitwick will be dealt with as part of the bid for sustainable transport as part of the Local Sustainable Transport Fund. 

  

FATCRAG are a supporter of any bid to win funding to invest in sustainable transport in Central Bedfordshire and more specifically in our town. Any funding secured through the Local Sustainable Transport Fund should be augmented with Section 106 Agreement funds, Community Infrastructure Levy funds and the Council’s own monies (for which it should seek a budget allocation 2011/12). The local authority must ensure that it uses all methods at its disposal in delivery of sustainable transport options and to approve “match-funding”. 

  

In the case of Ampthill/Flitwick this should include the proposed (large) housing developments adjacent to the Rufus Centre & the Ampthill bypass (Ampthill Heights/Bloor-Bellway); the Flitwick Town Centre Regeneration proposals; the Woburn Forest Holiday Village (Center Parcs) Warren Wood development; the Football Centre (of excellence) opposite Redbourne Upper School; the recently published (by Central Beds) draft Housing Strategy - which has an impact locally; and other proposals which may impact on the area – for example, any future proposals for a Flitwick-Westoning bypass and for the Flitwick Leisure Centre. It is important that Central Bedfordshire Council work with all relevant ‘stakeholders’, which in terms of sustainable transport will include rail and bus users, cyclists and pedestrians. 
FATCRAG is willing to assist, where possible, Central Bedfordshire Council in delivering improvements as part of the local sustainable transport fund. We are willing to do this by our co-operation and liaison as a residents group with Flitwick Town Council, private developers, CBC Councillors, the rail industry (Network Rail & First Capital Connect), the bus operators in conjunction with BABUS (Stagecoach & Grant Palmer, etc),  SUSTRANS and others. 

One sensible mechanism would be for CBC to consider a “Station Travel Plan” for Flitwick (similar to the ones already in place for Leighton Buzzard and Bedford). FATCRAG note the comments on the Back the Bid – LSTF (page3) to : “particularly focus on travel to and from Flitwick railway station which has a large car based patronage. This focus will also incorporate joint working with Center Parcs as they develop their travel plan prior to occupation of their site at Warren Wood, and continuing work on Flitwick Town Centre Redevelopment”. The latter is of course of more relevance now that CBC are purchasing the Cowlgrove site (“Land deal for town revamp” – Beds Times & Citizen newspaper, Mid Beds edition 24 February 2011). 

FATCRAG would like CBC to note that pressure in terms of land use & transport planning issues in Flitwick (& Ampthill) is likely to be more significant, following the M1 widening (Highways Agency hard shoulder running work) and Network Rail’s work in connection with the “Thameslink Programme”. 

  

CBC must therefore not be “off-side” and address current concerns in respect of joined-up thinking through their LTP 3, LDF (North) and Housing Strategy. 

  

Yours sincerely, 
Arthur Bourne (Chairman, FATCRAG)
  







Flitwick At The Crossroads


Contacts:


Arthur Bourne & Fiona Steele,


17 Church Road, Flitwick, Beds. MK45 1AE  


Tel:  (01525) 718110      e-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:steelebourne@gmail.com" ��steelebourne@gmail.com�


Richard Clifton


20 Compton Close, Flitwick, Beds MK45 1TA


Tel: (01525) 753774    email:  richard.clifton1@ntlworld.com














