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A Response to the East of England 2031 Scenarios for Housing and Economic Growth Consultation
FATCRAG, the Flitwick at the Crossroads Residents Action Group is a group of some 200 Flitwick residents which was originally formed to respond to consultations on the Flitwick Town Centre Regeneration Plan.  As a consequence it has a strong interest in wider developments which may affect the town.  Members have examined the consultation document above and would comment as follows.

The consultation appears not to take into account the impact of  the economic recession in stipulating its growth objectives and therefore will have to be refined accordingly.  It may be noted that the original Flitwick Town Centre Regeneration Plan is having to be rethought and the latest iteration indicates new housing provision less than originally planned.

If, however the economic situation improves and the consultation proposals are considered viable then FATCRAG would consider that  of the four scenarios proposed, Scenario 1 is the least damaging to the well-being of the region..  FATCRAG would be strongly proposed to the possibility, identified in Scenario 2, of substantial growth along the A5120 corridor which by implication would involve Flitwick, for a number of reasons:
· The housing numbers could not be supported by either local or commuted employment.

· Road transport could not support travel to local industrial sites (should they be built) which are usually mainly automated warehouses, as engineering or consumer production facilities are now primarily located offshore.  Even if a bypass for ‘a new town’ were to be built  (and this has been talked about for the existing settlements), the sheer  volume of additional in-town traffic would put us back even further
· Other infrastructure requirements would always lag behind increased local needs as our experience of our area demonstrates
· No Government could convince those affected of the value to their communities.

· The current railway system and associated parking provision does not support the numbers of commuters currently, never mind those which might be expected as a consequence of housing growth.  The railway stations in the vicinity of the A5120 corridor are not considered a priority by the railway operators

· It would appear that good agricultural land would be sacrificed in the knowledge that even now we are not able to produce sufficient food for both people and farm animals – the consultation document itself refers to the importance of the East of England for food production (page 6) but then no further mention is made in the scenario descriptions.  This is a vital consideration
· Even if all new housing were to be eco-friendly, the sheer volume would still increase carbon emissions overall and contribute further to global warming.

The Eastern Region is overpopulated now and expansion as envisaged would have overall deleterious effects on our environment and quality of life.  We hope that this consultation will provide an opportunity for a rethink on managing the difficulties we are experiencing now before rushing into the expansion indicated in all scenarios.
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