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The following is a response by FATCRAG to the Central Bedfordshire consultation on issues to be included in the proposed Local Area Transport Plan for Ampthill and Flitwick, together with options for implementation.  It concentrates on Flitwick but the comments are equally applicable to the surrounding hinterland.  It tackles the items in the advertised survey in broadly the same order.  We would welcome further discussion on the points made.
1 Issues
1.1  Rail
· difficulty of access to the Flitwick railway station, particularly for disabled passengers and those with children as there is no platform-level access except for platform 4 which is rarely used for local service trains. This is a serious safety issue.
· there appears to be no specific plan for Flitwick and Harlington station upgrades apart from extension of platforms to accommodate  the 12-car trains due to come into service in December 2011

1.2 Buses
· poor coordination of the bus services servicing Flitwick
· congestion around the bus stops in the High Street
· confusion over the new common numbering of the 42 service with no clear indication of the different routes involved

1.3 Freight
· Continuing concern over the environmental implications of the increasing use by heavy freight vehicles of the roads through Flitwick, not least safety issues associated with their use of the sole bridge over the railway

1.4 Other Highways issues
· The number of potholes and poor road surfaces in the Flitwick/Ampthill area awaiting remediation
· Parking congestion outside schools,  around the Flitwick Surgery, and in local roads generally (see also 4.3.2 above)
· Safety issues associated with the new road  configuration at the junction of Church Road and the road linking Tingrith and Woburn
· Safety issues associated with traffic speeds and density along Fordfield Road, not least as a consequence of the Center Parcs Development
· Few dedicated cycle routes in the area
· Poor safe pedestrian for pedestrians to facilities in the centre of Flitwick

[bookmark: _GoBack]1.5 Priorities
· Easy access to trains for all passengers at Flitwick Station
· Restructuring of bus timetables and siting of bus stops
· The provision of a bypass for Flitwick

2 Options
2.1 Rail
· There should be lifts to all platforms at Flitwick station
· Additionally gated access to platforms 1 and 4 should be provided at platform level from the Billington-owned land and from the Swan Public House at the south end of the station

2.2 Buses
· Bus services should be more regularly spaced both to avoid congestion in the High Street and to encourage increased bus usage
· Consideration should be given to an alternative site for bus services starting and terminating in Central Flitwick, eg the use of the forecourt to Flitwick Village Hall while still providing request stops in the High Street

2.3 Freight
The increasing HGV pressure is a continuing argument for the provision of a bypass for Flitwick and Westoning or the banning of vehicles above an acceptable weight from the centre of Flitwick
2.4 Other Highways Issues
The issues identified in 4.3.1.4 could be tackled by
· parking bans
· speed restrictions
· alternative signage to divert traffic from ‘hot spots’
· the provision of additional pedestrian crossings, and the continuation of the footway along Froghall Road to Doolittle Farm (the latter not least as a consequence of anticipated new housing construction in this area)

2.5 Priority Options
· Lifts to all platforms at Flitwick Station
· Reconfiguration of Bus services
· The provision of a bypass for Flitwick




