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Response to Invitation to Comment on the Draft Development Site Allocations for the Central Bedfordshire North Area covering the period 2001-2026

This response concentrates on Flitwick and its hinterland and follows on from the comments submitted to the first consultation in April 2008 (see Appendix  3 of the Consultants Analysis of the results of the consultation).  The Group’s response to the East of England 2031 Scenarios for Housing  and Economic Growth Consultation is also relevant.  

The Group is pleased to see that the new allocations reflect its opposition, identified in the response submitted earlier, to development on Green Belt land (not least that adjacent to Flitwick Moor) and to its support for redevelopment of the Town Centre (H113/E17).  It notes that the housing allocation in the latter has been reduced, no doubt a reflection of the economic situation, but there seems to have been very little progress on the Masterplan for the area.  Para 4.6.10 in the Core Strategy and Development Management Policies document is more aspirational than intentional, and (Para 3.19.7) relating to infrastructure requirements in Flitwick states that ‘if the scheme (ie Town Centre Regeneration) currently under consideration does not proceed, the Council will need to reconsider how best to address the infrastructure needs of the town’.  This statement admits of doubts about the proposal, and given the traffic pressures on the town now, let alone if development were to proceed , the Council is urged to press ahead with the possibility of a bypass for the Town (see FATCRAG’s first submission).

With regard to the new Football Centre for which planning permission has already been granted (p19, RA1 of the Site Allocations document), the Group would hope that  the transport and environmental impact should be properly assessed, particularly in the context of proposed development on the other side of the A5120 at Froghall Road.  Such major developments should not be considered in isolation.  The Group also notes that the area adjacent to the current Leisure Centre currently devoted to playing fields has been removed from the ‘Important Open Space ‘ category, presumably to take account of the proposed new Leisure Centre but this is not specifically referenced in the text.

The Group would welcome further opportunity to comment on the development of the LDF as it evolves.
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